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rwarded  as  inclosute  is  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned, 
Headquarters,  52D  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  quarterly  period  ending^ 

31  October  1966,  Information  contained  in  this  report'  shour<T~be  reviewed 
and  evaluated  by  CDC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6f  of  AR  1-19  and  by 
CONARC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6c  and  d  of  AR  1-19,  Evaluations  and 
corrective  actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  within  90  days  of 
receipt  of  covering  letter. 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  the  Com¬ 
mandants  of  the  Service  Schools  to  insure  appropriate  benefits  in  the 

future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations,  and  mayjlb - — 

adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material.  u  //  }  -  2 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  TOE  ARIDf 
HEADQUARTERS  52D  COMBAT  AVIATION  BAW.UON 
APO  96318 


..VGD-CC  11  November  1966 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October 
1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65)  - -  - 


T0«  SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


SECTION  I  -  SIGNIFICANT  ORGANIZATION  OR  UNIT  ACTIVITIES 

1.  (U)  General.  This  report  covers  the  period  1  August  1966 

througn  31  October  1966  and  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  Head¬ 
quarters  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Regulation  1-3  dated  29  September  1966. 
Activities  of  subordinate  units  are  included  in  this  report. 

a.  Tjrpe  and  number  of  aircraft  authorized: 


(1) 

UH-1B  (A) 

26 

(2) 

UH-1D 

60 

(3) 

U6A 

a 

(4) 

CH-47 

16 

✓ 

b.  The  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  is  based  at  Camp 
Holloway,  Ploiku,  RVN.  Subordinate  elements  consist  of  the  following 
■nits  located  as  indicated. 

(1)  Headquarters  4  Hoadquartors  Detachment  -  Ploiku,  RVN. 

(2)  119th  Assault  Holicoptor  Company  -  Ploiku,  RVN.  Equi¬ 
pped  with  UH-1D  aircraft. 

(3)  155th  Assault  helicopter  Company  -  Ban  He  Thuot,  RVN. 
Equipped  with  UH-1D  aircraft. 

(A)  170th  Assault  Holicoptor  Company  -  Ploiku,  RVN.  Equi¬ 

pped  with  UH-1D  aircraft. 

(5)  179th  Assault  Support  Holicoptor  Company  -  Pleiku,  RVN. 
Equipped  with  CH-47  aircraft.  This  unit  arrived  Camp  Holloway  10  August 
1966  and  became  operational  on  7  September  1966. 

(6)  219th  Aviation  Company  -  Pleiku,  RVN.  Equipped  with 
■  --ID  Aircraft.  This  company  was  I'e.-issi.u.ed  to  tho  223rd  Aviation 
HV4.nlv  n  on  4  September  1966. 

2.  (C)  Intelligence.  Tho  Battalion  S-2  Section  has  continued 

to  publish  the  daily  INTSUM  and  increased  the  source  of  information. 

r.  has  been  increased  to  include  MACV  Pleiku  Sector,  the  Special 
F  roes  C-2  Detachment  and  the  4th 
AssntC*  Helicopter  Company  at  Ban 


PAGE  1 

AT-.-ngraded  at  3  year  intervals; 
Declassified  after  12  years. 


Infantry  Division.  The  155th 
Me  Thuot  now  has  liaison  with  23rd 


CONFIDENTIAL 

OF  8  PAGES 


Regraded  CONFIDENTIAL 
when  separated  from 
4th  Indorsement 


SECRET 


*7035*  3 


Inclosure  1 


CONFIDENTIAL 


2- 


3.  (C)  Operations  and  Training  Activities. 

a.  The  past  quarter  was  characterized  by  day  to  day  su  . 
missions  to  Operation  Paul  Revere  with  occasional  requirements  '  - 
support  of  Republic  of  KOrea  Forces,  Special  Forces,  and  Republic  of 
Viotnaa  Forces.  (After  Action  Roport  for  Paul  Rovcro  attached  as 
Inclosure  #1)  Operational  statistic?  for  the  reported  period  appear 
below. 

(1)  Total  number  of  airrraf:.  hours  flown  during  reported 
period:  20,666  hours. 

(2)  Total  number  of  aircraft  sortios  flown  during  roported 
period:  63,274  sorties, 

(a)  Tactical  and  logistical  sorties  in  support  of  Ro- 
•  of  Vietnam  v,AVNAF)  and  US  Forces:  61,546. 


(b) 

Training  and  maintenance  sorties 

Training  subjects  strossed: 

(1) 

Aviator  Training. 

(a) 

Aviat  or  S  t,n  no  a  rd  i  n  n  t  i  •  ■  n 

(b) 

Sling  Loads 

(c) 

Disperser  Training 

(d) 

Flight  Safety 

(e) 

Formation  Flying 

(f) 

Density  Altitude 

(g) 

Night  Flying 

(h) 

Practico  G  ,\'s 

(i) 

Use  of  "go-no  go"  chart. 

(2) 

Ground  Training. 

(a) 

Medical  Training 

(b) 

Function  of  Claymoro  Mines 

(c) 

Weapons  Familiarization 

(d) 

Code  of  Conduct 

(e) 

Escape  4  Evasion 

(f) 

CBR  Training 

(g) 

Defense  Plans  4  Alerts 

(h) 

Character  Guidance 

c.  PSYWAR.  Although  this  battalion  has  no  PSYWAR  responsibilities 
c.s  such,  it  is  felt  that  on  one  occasion  this  unit  was  instrumental  in  eff¬ 
ecting  the  surrender  of  approximately  28  enemy  soldiors  through  the  use  of 
-  loudspeaker  frem  a  UH-1D  typo  helicopter. 
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4.  (C)  Logistics, 

a.  Installation  iveiti M.nt.i  acMvI'ies  were removed  fro®  tho 

S-4  area  of  responsibility  at.  the  .  •  of  this  period,  A  Post 

Headquarters  was  organized  and  staffed,  enabling  the  S-4  Office  to  de¬ 
vote  its  entire  attention  to  assisting  the  helicopter  units  of  this 
battalion  in  logistical  activities, 

b.  Class  I.  A  major  problem  exists  in  tho  transportation  of 
Class  I  from  the  Cam  lihan  Bay  -  Nha  Trsng  Support  Area  to  the  155tr. 
.assault  Helicopter  Company  in  Ban  Me  Thuot,  Abundant  rations  ’  "r'  avail¬ 
able  for  issue  but  tho  lack  of  scheduled  transportation  has  caused  this 
u:  it  to  be  without  Class  A  rations  for  weeks  at  a  time.  On  numerous 
occasions  UH-1  flights  from  the  Nha  Trang  area  wore  filled  with  wliat'u'or 
food  could  be  obtained,  Soveral  CV-2  flights  were  also  used  as  an  inter¬ 
im  measure.  Tho  requirement  rest;:  with  tho  Air  Force  via  Army  ATOO 
channels.  This  problem  still  exists  at  tho  termination  of  this 

Co, ?mand  action  is  boing  initiated  in  order  to  eliminate  this  problem. 

c.  Class  II,  III,  IV,  and  V  support  continues  to  be  provided 

by  the  Pleiku  Support  Area.  This  quarter  lias  seen  a  tremendous  vo- 

in  support  received  from  tho  logistical  support  elements  in  the 
Pleiku  Sub-Area.  This  fact  is  due  to  the  arrival  of  many  additional 
logistical  units  in  the  area.  I-hin.  ennri"e  support,  spare  parts,  and 
highly  qualified  personnel  have  added  to  a  greatly  improved  maintenance 
picture.  Direct  exchange  facilities,  additional  repair  facilities,  in¬ 
creased  transportation  capabilitios  have  resulted  in  hotter  logistical 
support.  Class  III  and  V  requirements  were  mot  and  supported  to  the 
sizeable  increase  in  flying  hours  flown  by  this  battalion.  Throughout 
tho  Operation  Paul  heyere  ,4-  :.nrv v  semi-permanent  POL  aqd  anmmition 

re-arming  points  were  established.  The  -i.-iin  location  being  tho  Camp 
Holloway  area  with  additional  points  v  Cabockn  and  the  Oasis.  Mobilo 
points  were  established  at  Due  Co,  Mo,  and  im  :  ?, as  operations 

diroctod  on  a  day  to  day  basis.  Class  ' -d  r.  ;; ;  at  Camp  H.  lloway  is 
provided  through  the  use  of  a  4  point  mini-port  and  8  M49C  tankers. 
Transient  Avgas  with  TCP  is  available  for  CV-2  aircraft..  Close  coordi- 

through  the  3-4,  3/25  Infantry  to  tho  Pleiku  Support  Area  provided 
a.auitional  350  GFM  pumps,  separators  and  bladders  required  to  urovMn 
Class  III  support  in  field  operations.  A  steadily  improving  o' ■•'•urn  of 
Class  II  St  IV  was  noted  this  quarter.  Duo  out  vehicles,  $  tons,  . ambu¬ 
lances,  and  2£  tons  were  received  by  the  several  unit*  within  'his  hatta- 
1"’ an.  The  authorized  amounts  of  the  new  family  of  radios,  i.o.,  V.', :  . 

25,  AN/TOC-46,  AN/VPC-47,  AN/VBG-53'  s,  wore  received  and  installed.  A 
continuing  shortage  of  9  M49CA1  2$  ton  POL  tankers  oxlsts. 

5.  (U)  Civil  /if fairs. 

a.  IXiring  the  quarter  the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  parti¬ 
cipated  in  tho  following  projects  and  ><  •Uvl  '  ies; 

(1)  The  battalion  was  represented  on  the  II  Corps  Community 
uclntions  Counoil. 

(2)  Tho  battalion  ■.dor'-  V,  ss  a  major  project,  assistance 
to  the  Pleiku  Manta guard  Boarding  School. 

(31  tho  week  of  11-17  September  1966,  the  i  a  *  t.nl  1  \n 

was  invited  to  a-r/r.-  '•  ■  !.c  amenting  of  Highland-lowland  relationships. 

The  battalion  •  led  ■  >1  advic-,  ar,l  assistance  to  a  group  of  60 

Vietnamese  •.  11  o,:«  r.' .•  :.  v:h  ■  to  Pleiku  to  provide  a 

work  force  for,  and  a  cultural  or  w ' ' ,  tho  students  of  the  Montag- 

nard  Boarding  School. 
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(4)  Provided  tho  financial  support  nocossary  for  the  formation 

of  a  Mont*,  gnard  Hoy  Scout  Troop  within  tho  Pleiku  Boy  Scout  Council.  c/ 

(5)  The  155th  Assault  Holicoptor  Company  at  Ban  Me  Thuot  con¬ 
tinue!  to  provide  medical  assistance  to  tho  patients  of  tho  Bin  Mo  'Ihuot  hoe— 

charity  ward. 

(6)  Tho  i.55th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  collccte!  volunteer 
for  tho  construction  of  a  now  charity  ward  at  t  he  Ban  Mo  Hiuot  hospital. 


6.  (U)  Personnel 

a.  I\»roonrioJ  Actions: 

(I)  hon-Ut.eoipt  of  Assignment.  .Instructions:  Assignment  Instruct' 
are  continuing  to  arrive  late,  however,  assignment  instructions  are  received 
to  individuals’  PEAOS. 


{■’]  i.al  (’.ills:  Th.«  ii.mr  system  of  issuing  port  call-  |<rior  to 
1  •  •  i:l  i  vdua  I  s  depart. or  i  f r  >m  the  bntt ; J  ion  has  improved  the  Morale  factors 
of  i.l  individ utils  concerned.  Tho  novi  system  is  operating  very  smoothly ve  How¬ 
ever,  plans  are  in  process  to  have  all  indivduals  depart  Vietnam  out  of  New 
Hoik;  This  will  oliminato  .  osiv.;-  travel  time  and  inconvienco  to 

the  individual  concerned. 

(3)  Loss  of  219  th  Avn  Co:  The  219th  Aviation  Company  (FW)  was 
tr’tnsf srrod  to  tho  control  of  tho  223rd  Aviation  Battalion  effective  1/  Sept- 

•  •  nor  1966.  i'crionncl  Records  and  allied  papers  wm-e  delivered  to  Commanding 
''f  itvr,  223rd  aviation  Battalion  on  or  about  14  September  1966, 

7.  (’1)  Religious  Activities. 

...  during  i  ho  quarter  a  total  of  174  religions  services  were  .con- 
.'ict..d  for  all  1. 1  orient of  the  battalion  with  a  total  attendance  of  3476. 

I*.  4  wis.li.iy  i u.iuiii on  service  was  added  to  t  he  lfotestant  religious 

•  i-. - <•  n  •!.  Hall.. way  in  lieu  of  the  1st  .iunday  Communion  in  order  to  make  the 
.iaer  ••lent  wrt  nocosslbh:  md  to  ana:.  •  the  continued  problems  of  those  personnel 
'..l.o  have  to  perform  duties  on  any  !  :’ic  Guru  lay. 

c.  The  i Vote  .Nutt  c  mgr i .g"!  ion  in.it i.itt.d  participation  with  t  he 

. .iituu until  i«:i»  an!  ot  te  r  area  military  congregations  in  a  joint  frotes- 
t.  '.-.t,  AuniLiy  Follow.!. i.p  and  Ilymnsing  in  the  i'loikn  Missionary  Compound. 

d.  Re  1  i if i  ..ervio-  for  tho  155th  ..ssault  Helicopter  Company  at 
Me  Thu,.',  were  c-ndm! .  !  m  1  weekly  basis  by  the  lrotestant  Missionaries 
th..  .  t  no]  i  i:  •  •. .  pi  i  i  n  at,  ; 1  ,(:>/. 

.  .  Th.  ;  i-'i  pi-ngtv.  .•  iicf.  uiit.  I  tor  tin  following  religions/ 

■  ■  i  •  action  projects  :  2 

(1)  Tito  personnel  of  tho  J55tb  ..ssault  Holicoptor  Company  in 
en  Mo  Ihui  t,  continued  to  assist  tho  Catholic  orphanage  there. 

(2)  I’crsoiiiK  1  of  the  L5r'tfi  ..ssault  1  lei  j. copter  Company  continued 

i.j  suist  the  lYotcstant  >:  -ry  ■  -irosarium  in  Ban  Mo  Thuot, 

( j)  VoLuntc.  r  |..,i  ioniiot  1-  the  l’ejjowuy  i  rotes  hint  congregat¬ 
ion  assisted  the  i'loikn  missionaries  in  tho  construction  of  a  now  warehouse 
un  f.heir  compound  to  store  welfare  supplies. 
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(U)  The  Protestant  congregation  on  Camp  Holloway  contributed 
nin-  weekly  offerings  to  assist  in  the  construction  of  the  Jcrai  Missionary 
Church. 


/ 


(5)  The  Catholic  Chaplain  at  Camp  Hollcway  initiated  a  program 
to  raise  the  funds  necessary  to  the  construction  of  a  new  wing  on  the  St.  Paul 
•>f  Chartres  Catholic  Day  School. 

S.  (U)  Awards  and  Decorations: 

Total  awards  processed  during  v.-riod  of  report,  by  type: 


Distinguished  Flying  Cr-:. 

6 

Bronze  Star 

22 

/dr  Modal  "V" 

5 

Air  Medal 

1,397  - 

i\rmy  Commendation  Modal 

20 

USARV  Certificate  of  Achicnemcnt  9 

T0T..L 

-  1,459 

(U) 

PIO  Activities  during  Period 

of  Report 

a. 

General  news  stories 

29 

b. 

General  news  v/ith  photos 

4 

c. 

Hometown  news  releases 

116 

d. 

Hometown  nows  with  photos 

12 

T0T..L 

161 

10.  (U)  Special  Sorvices: 

a.  One  USO  performance  was  presented  to  Camp  Holloway  Personnel. 

(1)  USO  showcase  -  Roy  Roger 3  and  Dale  Evans  performed  23 
Out  >bcr  1966  along  with  their  band  the  "Travellons". 

(2)  Continued  expansion  of  the  library  with  more  books,  audio 
<’ i‘.  !i  w'*'.'  and  library  furniture. 

(3)  A  4  it  equipment  issued  to  all  subordinate  unit3. 

SECTION  II  -  COMMANDER'S  OBSERVATIONS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

Part  I,  Observations  (Lessons  Learned) 

1.  (c)  Personnel 

a.  Item:  Shortage  of  Personnel 

Discussion:  TO&E  1-258F  does  not  authorize  an  Executive  Officer, 
adequate  supply  and  administrative  personnel,  or  gunners  for  the  CH-47  air¬ 
craft. 

Observation:  Changes  to  the  above  TO&E  are  being  recommended  at  this. 
V..uo  and  if  approved,  should  eliminate  this  problem  area,  /in  immediate 
argumentation  for  gunnors  should  b<  ..roved  for  uso  in  the  CH-47  aircraft. 

b.  Item:  71P20  Replacements 

Discussion:  71P20  (Flight  Operations  Specialists)  replacements 
have  been  found  to  have  little  or  no  experience.  Though  these  men  are  school 
trained,  they  are  greatly  lacking  in  experience  and  proficiency  in  handling 
flight  records  and  other  operations  duties. 
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Observation:  The  heavy  flying  commitments  placed  on  units 
in  a  Theater  of  Operations  increases  operations'  work  loads  to  the  point 
where  poorly  trained  and  inexperienced  operations  personnel  impose  an 
excessive  burden  on  the  unit.  Their  eventual  training  will  be  accomplished 
and  they  will  gain  experience,  but  only  at  the  expense  of  increased  work 
loads  on  other  personnel  of  the  unit. 

2.  (C)  Operations 

a.  Item;  Supported  Unit  Training 

Discussion ;  This  unit  conducted  training  for  all  artillery 
batteries  of  the  Ath  Infantry  Division  soon  after  their  arrival  in-country. 

•  •••e  was  conducted  during  a  5  day  period  and  included  the  proper 

}  ancl  lashing  of  internal  cargo,  rigging  and  hook-up  of  external 

vt,n>  and  orientation  of  personnel  on  safety  and  emergency  procedures 
dr.ring  troop  moves.  The  training  employed  demonstrations  and  practical 
c'.crcises  involving  the  actual  movement  of  personnel  and  equipment  by 
Cd-47  aircraft. 

Observation;  Training  of  thi3  nature  could  be  conducted  in 
COMIS ;  thereby  saving  valuable  time  on  the  aircraft  that  should  be  uti¬ 
lized  in  support  of  the  combat  mission. 

b.  Item;  Medical  Evacuation  and  Medical  Attention  during  the 
Conduct  of  a  Heliborne  Assault 

Discussion;  When  conducting  company  size  operations  within 
the  Ban  Me  Thuot  area  the  attached  medical  evacuation  helicopter  flys  as 
trail  aircraft  of  the  formation^  Depending  on  the  terrain,  tactical  air 
support  and  artillery  trajectories,  the  medical  evacuation  helicopter 
breaks  away  from  the  formation  and  orbits  at  altitude  about  three  miles 
from  the  landing  zone.  If  the  distance  from  the  pick  up  zone  to  the  land¬ 
ing  zone  is  short  enough,  the  helicopter  remains  in  this  orbit  area;  if 
on  the  other  hand,  the  distance  is  of  such  magnitude  as  to  preclude  effec¬ 
tive  rescue  of  a  downed  aircraft  n  r  •*  <?  as  well  as  providing  adequate 

ovacuation  coverage  for  v »  -ir  landed  troopo,  the  orbit  point  is 
changed.  It  is  normal  procedure  •  place  this  orbit  point  1/3  of  the 
distance  between  the  air  landed  troops  and  their  pick  up  point. 

Observation;  The  use  of  an  organic  or  attached  medical 
evacuation  ship  durinr  the  conduct  of  a  combat  assault  increases  reaction 
time  for  medical  ovacuation  thereby  decreases  the  probable  loss  ratio  of 
wounded  or  injured  troops  while  not  detracting  from  the  airmobile  mission. 

c.  Item;  Use  of  White  Smoke  to  I«hrk  Enemy  Targets 

Discussion;  The  current  pyrotechnics  identification  as  listed 
in  the  SOI  i3  unsatisfactory.  To  identify  enemy  targets  it  prescribes  white 
smoke.  This  color  of  smoko  is  seen  throughout  the  area  of  operation  and  is 
such  a  common  sight  it  draws  no  special  notice  from  anyone.  Every  Montagnard 
charcoal  pit,  of  which  there  are  many  in  the  Central  Highlands,  produces  a 
white  smoke.  Every  friendly  LZ  is  identified  by  the  refuse  and  sump  pit, 
being  burned,  producing  white  smoke.  In  other  words,  the  most  common  smoko 
in  Vietnam  is  white. 

Observation;  White  smoke  for  the  identifying  of  enemy  targots 
is  unsatisfactory.  The  most  effective  and  easily  identified  color  is  red. 

For  the  reasons  stated  above  an  immediate  change  to  the  pyrotechnic  portion 
of  the  SOI  is  warranted. 
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Item;  Improved  Crew  Chief  and  Gunner  Communications 

Capability. 


Discussion  :  The  current  configuration  of  tho  gunner  and 
crew  chiefs  drop  cords  found  in  the  U H— 1  helicopter  is  unsatisfactory, 
daytime  one  of  these  crewmembers  are  required  to  move  from  his  seat  to 
assist  irj  loading,  unloading,  refueling,  or  steps  out  to  make  a  visual 
obstaclf  ploaj’anoo,  he  must  disconnect  his  drop  cord.  This  creates  a 
most  undersirable  and  unsafe  communications  gap  between  the  aircraft 
commander  and  his  crew.  area  in  the  present  crew  chief 

and  gunner  communications  ■  is  tho  lack  of  a  floor  button  to 

activate  their  microphone.  r-"  must  have  the  capability  for  transmitting 
to  the  aircraft  commander  .T  'To  r’n  the  H-60  machine  gun.  In  the  case 
of  the  hand  held  M-60  \  •!  '  '■  •  •  this  i.3  impossible  and  with  the  XM-23  ' 
Is  difficult. 


Observation :  'he  :r  er.er  and  crew  •Kief  can  bo  provided  w’ih 

a  continuous  communication  •■!;  nil  1 '  ■  v  by  '  *•  he-  their  drop  cords. 

The  installation  of  a  floor  ■.  will  ais  •;'do  these  two  ’  r'-e. 

crew  members  with  a  much  •  ■  •  -  ••  :  -d  *  1 ' 1  •/ . 


e.  Item;  Positive  '  Control  <>f  •  imr.er. 

Discussion:  Tlio  '  has  a  massive 

fire  support  capability  in  its  door  gunners.  'bis  fire  power  when  pr  per- 
ly  controlled  and  directed  can  be  a  definite  unset  t  ■  the  ground  ',n* * 
being  supported,  as  well  as  protecting  the  helicopter  However,  a  few 
instances  of  poor  fire  disipline  while  <n> ; or*  ing  a  ground  unit  will  cause 
them  to  lose  faith  in  the  firepower.  To  ;  le  this  a  positive  means 
fire  control  must  be  established  and  followed  the  aviation  unit. 


Observation:  One  method  of 
to  place  the  responsibility  for  "  centre: 
He,  being  experienced  in  the  •  and 

is  the  logical  man  to  direct  the  of  hi 

all  targets  to  his  gup- ter  and  -h«*  ■ 

VThen  providing  close  fire  n  ;  •  a  ground 

of  the  gunships  must  rigidly  •  •  1  the  fire 

do  this  only  after  he  Has  made  i  ' 
tion  and  insured  himself  that  •  ' 

The  gunship  aircraft  comma ndur  '  nl  ro  t 
as  a  slick  aircraft  commander, 
positively  prohibited. 


'•  fire  itsciplino  is 
be  -dr  jojamander. 

by  the  unit, 

. f  .  1  i.  •  :  !  designate 

r  re  'ease  fire. 

'  ,  i  he  a  •  r-.fif •  commander 
'  ho  door  guui'ors.  He  can 
:  •  of  the  friendly  posi- 

■ ! :  i:ado  this  i  'ntification. 

in  the  same  manner 
•■r.  by  door  gunners  must  be 


3.  (U)  Maintenance 

a.  Item:  Cloaning  of  Compressor  dot or  T-53-L-9/U  Iy coming 

Engine. 

.  Discussion:  Due  to  the  dusty  environmental  operating  con¬ 
ditions,  the  aircraft  of  this  battalion  are  exposed  to  in  day  to  day 
operations,  a  common  engine  problem  is  loss  of  power  and  occasionally 
compressor  stall  due  to  dirty  engine  compressor  rotors.  Once  an  engine 
accumulates  sufficient  dirt  and  contamination  to  evidence  a  serious  loss 
of  power,  it  is  too  Late  to  take  preventive  cleaning  measures,  and  the 
j  mine  compressor  must  be  disassembled  in  order  to  clean  the  compressor 
rotor  and  restore  engine  to  a  servicablo  condition.  Therefore,  this 
battalion,  initiated  a  policy  of  preventive  cleaning  at  each  intermediate 
inspection  by  using  dry  cleaning  solvent  and  water.  In  addition,  at  each 
periodic  inspection  a  walnut  shell  cloaning  procedure  was  directed,  Al¬ 
though  it  is  still  too  early  to  dofinately  determine  the  success  of  this 
policy,  it  is  expected  to  maintain  engine  performance  at  maximum  efficiency 
and  reduce  maintenance  down  time. 
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Observation i  Preventive  cleaning  of  engine  compressor 
rotors  by  procedures  outlined  in  Incoming  Field  Service  Note  and 
TM  55-1520-210-20  will  help  to  reduce  engine  loss  of  power  and  high 
exhaust  gas  temperatures* 

Part  II,  He commendations 

1,  (C)  Personnel 

a.  That  an  immediate  augmentation  be  authorized  to  assign 
or  attach  personnel  to  be  utilized  as  gunners  aboard  CH-47  aircraft. 

The  augmentation  should  be  on  the  basis  of  one  per  aircraft. 

b.  That  Flight  ; em  hi  ns  Specialists  (71P20)  be  given  moro 

extensive  training  in  ::o  ' earn  -e  of  aviators 'flight  records.  This 
could  be  accomplished  extend  :  the  school  ov  assignment  to  oper¬ 

ational  units  prior  to  nc-:.d  ‘..hem  overseas. 

2.  (C)  Operation; 

a.  Problem:  Failure  of  XM-23  fire  t. •  the  front. 

jii-ifr  md;  It  has  been  found  that  the  left  side  XM-23 
in  it3  issued  configuaration  will  not  fire  when  pointed  to  tho  front. 

This  creates  an  unexceptable  dead  space  area  f  a-  the  left  gunner.  uc 

means  to  partly  overcome  this  shortcoming  is  tv  add  chute  links  *,  the 

feed  tray. 

Recommendation  :  Vhn t  a  factory  mod  if  l  cation  to  the  23 

be  made  which  will  enable  the  wen)'  n  to  fire  in  the  full  forward  p  r i  t.i ■  n 

b,  Problem:  Unit  Call  Signs 

Background :  There  is  no  way  to  hide  the  fact  that  an 
assault  helicopter  company  is  operating  in  tho  area.  The  required  mini¬ 
um  radio  transmission  quickly  reveals  that.  All  compounds  in  Vietnam 
re  easily  observed  by  agents,  oheref  re  the  units  operating  from  these 
compounds  are  known  to  the  enemy.  Aviation  units  in  Vietnam  are  proud 
units.  Their  morale  is  high  ar.d  their  pride  in  the  unit  is  outstanding. 
They  have  used  the  same  Call  Signs  for  years  and  are  known  throughout 
Vietnam  as  the  Alligators,  Stagecoaches,  etc..  Until  recently  when  an 
aviator  from  one  of  these  companies  made  a  radio  call  you  could  hear  the 
pride  and  eapirit  in  his  voice.  However,  this  is  no  longer  the  case  due 
to  recent  changes  in  call  signs. 

Recommendation:  That  the  practice  of  changing  Aviation 
Company  call  signs  be  discontinued  and  their  traditional  call  signs  be 
returned  to  tho  unit. 

X1- 

1  Incls  FOY 

After  Action  Report  LTC,  Inf 

Commanding 

DISTRIBUTION: 

1  -  Thru  channels  to  ACSFOR  DA 

2  -  Thru  17th  Cbt  Avn  Gp  to  A'.SFuK  DA 

1  -  USARPAC 

3  -  US/21  V 

1  -  1st  Avn  Bde 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMS 
HEADQUARTERS,  5 2D  CCMBaT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  96318 

11  November  1966 

After  Action  Report,  Operation  Paul  Revere  1  August  —  31  October  1966 


Ccmnanding  Officer 
17th  Combat  Aviation  Group 
ATTN:  AVGD-SC 
APO  96240 


1.  The  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  has  been  participating  in  Operation 
Toul  Revere  for  the  entire  period  of  this  report. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  EVENTS: 

Period  1-4  August  66:  The  52d  Aviation  Battalion  supported  Operation  Paul 
nevero  II  with  aircraft  from  the  U9th,  155th,  and  170th  uviation  Companies. 

The  units  conducted  9  airlanded  assaults,  3  extractions,  numerous  resupply  and 
command  &  control  missions. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  52d  Aviation  battalions  aircraft  produced  the 
following  results  for  this  period: 

SORTIES  TCNS  OF  CARGO  .TROOPS  LIFTED  PlfcD  EVRC  CCMBaT  LOSSES  HOURS  FLOWN 
3961  364  4091  9  0  1563 

Week  ending  18  August  66:  The  52d  Aviation  Battalion  supported  Operation 
Paul  Revere  II  with  aircraft  from  the  119th,  155th  and  170th  Aviation  Companies. 
The  units  conducted  6  airlanded  assaults,  3  extractions,  numerous  resupply  and 
command  and  control  missions. 

One  helicopter  from  the  119th  crashed  as  a  result  of  suspected  enemy 
ground  fire;  The  aircraft  was  totally  destroyed.  There  were  no  injuries  to 
t:te  crow  or  passengers. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  52d  aviation  Battalions  aircraft  produced  the 
following  results  for  this  period: 

PORTIAS  TONS  OP  CaRGO  TROOPS  LIFTED  MED  EVAC  CCMBAT  LOSSES  HOURS  FLOUR 

1699  459  4930  ,16  1  UIJ. 

Week  ending  19  August  66:  The  52d  ..viation  Battalion  supported  Operation 
*;.ul  Revere  II  with  aircraft  from  the  119th,  155th,  170th  and  179th  Aviation 
Companies.  The  units  conducted  12  airlanded  assaults  and  k''  extractions.’.  Num¬ 
erous  resupply  and  command  and  control  missions  were  accomplished. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  52d  /.viation  Battalions  aircraft  produced  the 
following  results  for  this  period: 

\ 

SCRTILS  TONS  OF  CARGO  TROOPS  LIFTED  MED  EVAC  COMBAT  itSSES  HOURS  FLOWN 

L25i  269  4277  1  0  9BX 


r 
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•  l  1  25-31  ..ugust  66:  The  52d  ..viation  Battalion  supported  Operation 
III  with  aircraft  from  the  119th,  155th,  170th  and  179th  Avi-itiu/ 

.  fus.  Th*  units  conducted  8  airlanded  assaults,  2  extractions,  nunt;  ■ 
ply  and  command  and  control  missions. 


Thu  combined  efforts  of  tha  52d  aviation  Battalions  aircraft  prcdu'ec 
i  lowing  results  for  this  period: 

.  1*S  TONS  0?  CARGO  TROOPS  ilFTED  Mf.D  EV7.C  MK&.T  lOv^i  yjSS-' 


1-..V  i :  i  1-8  Bcptaabor  66s  Tho  r>2d  viatic-.;  Battalion  support ^ 

.iti-  i-  o  III  with  aircraft  from  the  119th,  I55th,  170th  and  179th  •  ' 

Itti.  The  unite  conducted  16  airlanded  aaaitl.tr,  5  i-rtractiof  . 

contnand  ulld  control  missions. 

, ^  this  period  law  os3  3J.ngB  and  po.-r  visibility  ii&a:;v:c«:  o<.- 

det'orai.  troop  lifts  wes-e  delayed  or  cancelled  due  to  th-' b* 

66  o.i8  UH--1D  ere, shad  on  taJte-ci;- .  Only  sirr-v  » 

.1  Vy  trow  and  passengers.  Tho  aircraft  v:as  a  tctal  lort*  0:.  "  .vet  *  ■ 
co  two  U)  and  two  (2)  CH-47* s  ware  hit  by  greivnd.  i>..ve.  .j.t 

ft  ware  only  slightly  damaged  and  none  of  t’>e  orsvs  :.v  passenger.:,  w . 

.  d . 

•the  combined  efforts  of  the  52d  aviation  Battalions  aircraft  produced  Mr 
■wing  results  for  this  period: 

j  t  ,  lUij,  ui;  Ci.UGO  TROOPS  UTViJ)  MB-1  121'?'::"'' 


suit  .1  e  1  .<  iioptumbe;’  to:  i  ..■* 

..  in  with  civoraft  Jr-a  the  3.1’ 
Tho  u!to  conducted  0  sirlanioi 
i  .  aooaaai  snd  «ontr.»i  .  iM^ene- 


..  .170.*,:!  -'pc  Ipyth  id." 


'■O'}  f 


.•«»*u  3  to*  '-ki<f 


Til  with  aiiHsivic  Srca  to  1195;':,  j.’.'Ttb . 
Ouigfwtta.  %•  waate.ct'sd  -3  vl  •.>*? ,r;.- ■•.■? 

-V  ■  is 1  .  —  I.:  evil*.-  v/i  ud&uioda. 


e/r>  • 


■e-  iiojiijuei.i.  ri**  >.J  iv;t -i.v.i.a.'.  Nor  .  "  t'  itii'ii.j ■■» , 

.  .lit.  on*  field  and  moved  vhs  i/6  jjt.fnntjy  c!sPt!'.'i  k  to  bane 

t  net*«  ar.vJ  *>  t>  ..m  uf  K,ui.;x'>  s:.i  on  it..'  . 

Battv.i.t 

v  ii.s-  j  A*ia..jv. ,  Bat liore  so.i.vrai't  p.odns&d  u 

<  i-«ouIte  for  ads  period: 


MM)  ).y„G  BOMBAT  10$ 


HOURS  Fj-UiN 


TAGJG  .  OF  ;  v. 
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week  ending  29  Septenber  66:  The  52d  ..viation  Battalion  supported  Opc-r- 
Paul  Revere  III  with  aircraft  from  the  119th,  155th,  170th  and  179th 
..vi-ition  Companies.  The  unite  conducted  10  airlanded  assaults,  2  extractions, 
me.cicus  resupply  and  command  and  control  missions. 

At  0700  Hours  on  26  September  66  the  1/35  Infantry  Battalion  was  airlifted 
from  YA  865366  to  Y*  806440.  A  total  of  337  troops  and  50  tons  of  equipment 
v.ore  moved.  On  28  Septenber  66  two  Infantry  Battalions  were  moved.  The  2/35 
Infantry  Battalion  was  airlifted  to  Z*  184103  from  Yn  835147  and  the  2/8  Infan¬ 
try  battalion  was  moved  to  YA  866135  from  AR  806345*  On  29  Septenber  66,  uue 
to  reports  of  increased  enemy  activity,  a  night  combat  assault  was  performed 
airlanding  30  troops  at  ZA  196387  from  Z a  205342.  No  contact  was  made  and  there 
v.ore  no  incidents. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  52d  aviation  Battalions  aircraft  produced  the 
following  results  for  this  period: 

'-0KTIBS  TONS  OF  CARGO  TROOPS  LIFTED  MID  LVaC  C0MB..T  LOSSES  HOURS  FLOAU 
4812  990  6511  0  0  1449 

Period  29-30  September  66:  The  ?2d  aviation  Battalion  supported  Operation 
Paul  Revere  III  with  aircraft  from  the  119th,  155th,  170th  and  179th  aviation 
Companies.  The  units  conducted  2  airlanded  .assaults  and  numerous  resupply  and 
coaaand  and  control  missions. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  52d  ..viation  Battalions  aircraft  produced  the 
following  results  for  this  period: 


sorties 

TONS  OF  C..RG0 

TROOPS  UFTED 

MED  LVAC  CQMBaT  LOSSES 

HOURS  FLCH.D 

1016 

244 

1399 

0  0 

300 

Period  1-6  October  66:  The  52d  ..viation  Battalion  supported  Operation 
Paul  Revere  with  aircraft  from  the  119th,  155th,  170th,  and  179th  Aviation 
Companies.  The  units  conducted  6  airlanded  assaults,  2  extractions,  numerous 
resupply  and  command  and  control  missions. 

On  1  October  66  at  2000  hours  a  night  combat  assault  was  performed  by  the 
119th  uViation  Company,  lifting  24  troops  of  the  2/35  Infantry  Battalion  frora 
A  204343  TO  ZA  205315.  As  the  aircraft  were  returning  to  base  camp  (ZA  204342), 
ti^y  received  heavy  automatic  weapons  fire  from  the  Catecka  Plantation.  The 
;,uri  ships  immediately  took  the  target  under  fire  and  the  weapons  were  silenced. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  52d  aviation  Battalions  aircraft  produced  the 
following  results  for  this  period: 

eC.TILs  TONS  OF  QJtGO  TROOPS  LIFTED  '  HEP  EV/iC  COMBAT  LOSSES  HOURS  FLOUN 
•293  982  5594  3  0  1455 

Period  6-12  October  66:  The  52d  ..viation  Battalion  supported  Operation 
.  vul  Revere  with  aircraft  from  the  119th,  155th,  170th,  and  179th  ..viation 
j  ...p  nics.  The  units  conducted  8  airlanded  assaults,  3  extractions,  numerous 
•  supply  and  command  .and  control  missions. 

On  9  October  66  the  155th  Aviation  Company  lifted  445  troops  of  the  1/14 
infantry  Battalion  from  YA  674275  and  YA  745215  to  YA  950408  and  YA  962442. 

...  179th  Aviation  Company  lifted  the  supporting  artillery,  B/2/9  from  YA  773228 
to  Y.  950408. 
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Tfie  combined  efforts  of  the  52d  Aviation  Battalions  aircraft  produced 
the  following  results  for  this  period:  / L* 

3 

somifis  TONS.  OF  CARGO  TROOPS  LIFTED  MED  EVAC  COMBAT  LOSSES  HOURS  FLOWN 
6008  1229  5527  23  0  1779 

Period  13-19  October  66:  The  52d  Aviation  Battalion  supported  Operation 
Paul  Revere  with  aircraft  from  the  119th,  155th,  170th  and  179th  Aviation  Com¬ 
panies.  The  units  conducted  11  airlanded  assaults,  2  extractions,  numerous 
resupply  and  command  and  control  missions. 

On  14  October  the  119th  Aviation  Company  lifted  the  2/8  Infantry  Battalion 

from  YA  825197  and  YA  846104  to  YA  916241.  A  total  of  357  troops  and  66  tons 

•  f  equipment  were  moved  on  this  lift. 

On  18  October  the  170th  Aviation  Company  lifted  the  2/35  Infantry  Battalion 
from  Z A  160575  to  ZA  862458.  A  total  of  481  troops  and  14  tons  of  Mrgo  were 
: ...ved  on  this  lift. 

On  19  October  the  119th  Aviation  Company  lifted  the  1/35  Infantry  Battalion 

from  2A  136540  and  ZA  159476  to  ZA  815462  and  Plei  Djerang.  A  total  of  419 

troops  and  20  tons  of  cargo  was  lifted  to  make  this  move. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  52d  aviation  Battalions  aircraft  produced  the 
following  results  for  this  period: 

SCR.:  .3  TONS  OF  CARGO  TROOPS  LIFTED  MED  hVAC  COMBAT  LOSSES  HOURS  FLOWN 
5620  1207  6786  0  0  1629 

F..riod  20-27  October  66:  The  52d  Aviation  Battalion  supported  Operation 
i'-.ui  Revere  with  aircraft  from  the  119th,  155th,  170th  and  179th  Aviation  Com- 
r-ies.  The  units  conducted  9  airlanded  assaults,  2  extractions,  numerous  re- 
i'.  vply  ~nd  command  and  control  missions. 

On  21  October  66  the  155th  Aviation  Company  supported  Operation  Hoa  Lu  80. 

The  155th  lifted  111  CIDG  troops  from  Plei  Mrong  to  Yrt  958702.  A  UH-IB(A) 
prep  was  fired  on  the  LZ  prior  to  the  assault. 

On  22  October  66  two  Battalions  of  the  4th  Division  were  in  contact  with 
an  enemy  force.  The  170th  Aviation  Company  provided  emergency  resupply  to 
these  units  late  into  the  night  and  early  morning. 

On  25  October  66  the  155th  Aviation  Company  supported  Operation  Thang 
•i,'  ug  252.  A  total  of  680  troops  were  lifted  from  Ban  Me  Thuot  &  Boun  Ea  Yang 
BP  175875  and  BP  120863. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  52d  aviation  Battalions  aircraft  produced 
following  results  for  this  period: 

TONS  OF  CnRCO  TROOPS  LIFTED  MED  EVAC  COMBAT  LOSSES  HOURS  FLOWN 
1227  5992  5  0  1393 

Period  27-31  October  66:  The  52d  Aviation  Battalion  supported  Operation 
T.ul  A-vere  with  aircraft  from  the  119th,  155th,  170th  and  179th  Aviation  Com- 
The  units  conducted  6  airlanded  assaults,  2  extractions,  numerous 
i\.  supply  and  command  and  control  missions.  j 

i'r.  27  October  66  the  119th  Aviation  Company  lifted  114  CIDG's  from 
A.  038642  to  Plei  Djerang  and  115  CIDG's  from  Plei  Djerang  to  YA  838642. 
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On  28  October  66  two  Battalions  from  the  4th  Division  were  in  contact  with 
the  enemy  and  numerous  night  emergency  resupply  missions  were  accomplished. 

On  29  October  66  the  enemy  contact  intensified  and  heavy  resupply  re¬ 
quirements  were  preformed  by  the  Battalions  aircraft.  One  UH-1D  of  the  ll?th 
..viation  Company  was  shot  down  while  performing  resupply.  There  were  no  in¬ 
juries  to  the  crew  however  the  A/C  was  totally  destroyed. 

On  30  October  1966  one  UH-1D  of  th<  155th  Aviation  Company  was  shot  down 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ya  835605.  Both  t.ie  aircraft  and  the  crew  of  4  were  lost. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  52d  ..viation  Battalions  aircraft  produced  the 
following  results  for  this  period: 

SORTIES  TONS  OF  CARGO  TROOPS  LIFTED  MED  EVRC  CQnBAT  LOSSES  HOURS  FLOWN 
.?.865  788.2  3709  114  2  995.0 
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tVITKK  {13  Nov  66)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October  1966 
(RCS  CSFDR-65) 

HEADQUARTERS,  17TH  COKBAT  AVIATION  CROUP,  APO  96240  3  December  1966 

TO:  Commanding  General,  I  FRCRCEV,  APO  969-10 

1.  (U)  Rasic  communication  is  forwarded  for  inbcrmaticn  and  necessary 

action. 


2.  (C)  This  headquarters  concurs  with  Part  II  Recommer.dati  ons  as 

modified  herein. 


a.  Reference  paragraph  la.  Concur. 

b.  Reference  paragraph  lb.  Concur. 

c.  Reference  paragraph  2a.  Concur. 


d.  Reference  paragraph  2b.  Changing  call  signs  of  aviation  units 
creates  not  only  a  problem  from  a  morale  and  espVrit  standpoint  but.  often 
results  In  the  wrong  call  signs  being  reported  by  aviators  in  emerrency 
si  tuitions.  This  could  be  avoided  by  maintaining  traditional  call  signs. 


3.  (!J)  Lessens  Learned  and  Commanders  Recommendations  will  be  disseminated 

t.o  the  Ccmbat  Aviation  Rattalions  assigned  to  this  headquarters. 


FOR  H!E  CCMKANDEft : 


THIS  10  A  TRUE  COPT  D.F.  HAOMFY 

OFT ,  ACC 

'■  s'  J  Adjutant 

s  *  *  >  • 

c  '  ARCHIE  J  PRTVM 

■ajor,  C" 

Operations  Officer 


Regrade  UNCLASSIFIED  when  sperated 
from  CLASSIFIED  material 
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AVPA-GC-'fllC  (11  Hov  66)  -4»i  Ind 

3.  BJb'Ci'j  Operational  Renort  for  tjuart'  rly  Poriou  Cndirv;  51  October  1966, 

RC3  Gill'Oit-65 

Ueadou.'.rtoru,  I  Weld  1’orce  Vietnam,  APO  Ub  Porcec  96550  2  0  HOV  '050 

V.-tds  Oonmanuiiy;  General,  lot  Aviation  Brigade  it!i"x!N :  AV.)A-C,  iuu 
Uj  i’orces  96307 

JOs  Commandin,  General,  Unitea  States  Army  Vietnam,  A'f'iUs  AVC-Ju, 
iU'-  Ub  rorceo  96307 

'i'he  Operational  Report  of  the  52d  Comb  .t  Aviation  Battalion  ic 
adeou  ite*  Concur  in  comentc  contained  herein. 


..i  O  A< 


CONFIDENTIAL 

//> 


if 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBA-C  (33  Nor  66)  3rd  lad 

SUBJECTS  Cp*raticnal  Kepo.t  for  Quarterly  Period  hading  31  October  1966 

(RC3  csroa-65 ) 

HEADQUARTER,  IDT  AVIATION  BRIOAEB,  ABO  963 07  1  (J  l-i 

TO:  Ctw  finding  General,  United  States  Ar*y,  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHAV,  ABO 
96307 

1.  The  52nd  Combat  Aviation  Battalion's  operational  report  for  the 
period  ending  31  October  1966  Is  forwarded  for  information  irul  action. 

2.  This  headquarters  concurs  with  ths  recossssndations  with  the 
additional  ecmmenta. 

a.  Reference  section  II  part  1  jerngreph  la  and  part  11  paragraph 
la:  A  HiMK  1-2 bRE  is  presently  being  staffed.  DA  has  authorized  door 
gunners  for  each  CH-47  and  each  UH-1  Company.  Augmentations  have  been 
authorized  for  all  in-country  and  deploying  assault  and  assault  support 
helicopter  companies  with  the  exception  ef  the  179th  Assault  Support 
Helicopter  Company.  Recommend  ilSARV  provide  the  17  gunners  required  for 
the  179th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  (16  CH-47  and  on*  UH-1). 

b.  Reference  section  II  part  2  paragraph  lb:  This  haadquartere 
has  no  knowledge  of  the  reason  for  poorly  qualified  operations  specialists 
arriving  in-country  and  performing  inadequately.  Rscoasaend  this  problem 
be  evaluated  and  resolved  by  Headquarters,  US CON ARC . 

o.  Referenoe  section  II  part  1  pagagraph  2a:  Supported  unit 
training.  A  briefing  team  from  this  headquarters  conducted  a  aeries  of 
briefings  on  alrmohile  operations  in  CONUS  for  the  units  depioying  to 
RVN.  These  briefings  included  CH-47  instruction  but  did  not  coixluet 
practical  exercises. 

d.  Reference  section  II  part  1  paragraph  2o:  Use  of  White 
SkaoRe  to  mark  enaa  target*.  Recommend  USAUV  take  action  to  cliange  the 
color  of  smoke  used  for  marking  enemy  targets. 

e.  Reference  section  II  part  1  paragraph  2d:  Crew  Chief  and 
Gunner  Caawunieotione .  This  requirement  has  been  recognized.  A  test  was 
conducted  to  evaluate  several  types  of  floor  switches,  and  the  results 
forwarded  to  DA  for  action.  Tbs  brigade  uignal  office  will  study  the 
recommendation  for  lengthening  drop  cords. 


CONFIDENTIAL  ST. 

cIa-j  inr* 

/' 

/  Ui 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBJUC  (13  not  66) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Ha  port  for  Quarterly  Period  lading  31  October  1966 
(ECS  CSFOR  -65) 

K.  Reference  section  II  part  2  paragraph  2b:  Unit  Call  3igns. 
The  effect  on  norale  and  tactical  efficiency  of  using  traditional  call 
eigna  has  been  recognised  by  this  headquarters.  The  decision  as  to  what 
call  signs  Mill  be  used  has  been  delegated  to  the  coMt&ndera  of  aTlntlcn 
groupe  and  separate  battalion*. 

KtJft  THIS  CCMMAMLER: 


Copies  F'uiiiisfted 
17th  Cbt  Am  Gp 


W.  RIVERA 

Captain,  AGO 

Asst  Adjutant  Ganeral 
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AVHGC-DH  (11  Nov  66)  tth  Tnd 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  period  lfnding 
31  October  1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

HP  AJ1C  GARTERS ,  UNITED  STATED  AFMV  VIETNAM,  ApO  San  Francisco  96807  -J  -  -JAW  1967 

Tn:  Commander  In  Chief,  United  Staten  Art-- .  ’Vri'lc.  »TTN-  0"^.^r 
A»D  96558 

l/^This  headouartera  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-T arsons 
beamed  for  the  period  ending  31  October  1966  from  Headouartern ,  SFd 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion  as  indorsed, 

B.fajpertinent  comments  are  as  follows; 

a.  Reference  Paragraph  la,  Part  1,  Section  TT,  page  5;  Para¬ 
graph  la,  Part  TI,  Section  TT;  and  Peraprarh  2a,  3d  Indorsement; 

(1)  (If)  The  1st  Aviation  Brigade  has  precared  MTOp  1-258 
for  medium  helicopter  companies.  MTOP,  was  received  at  thi3  headauarters 
on  18  December  1 966  and  is  presently  being  staffed.  MTOR  contains  per¬ 
sonnel  additions  to  enhance  the  suprly  and  administrative  capability  of 
the  units. 

(2)  (S)  Door  gunner  augmentations  of  16  men  each  are 
contained  in  Program  IV  as  approved  reouirf-mentr.  for  all  medium  heli¬ 
copter  companies  with  the  exception  of  the  179th  Aviation  Company. 

The  179th  Aviation  Company  has  requested  that  i  A‘V  authorize  the 
door  gunner  augmentation.  Tn  view  of  the  nt.»  \ ng>nt  trooc  ceilinr  im¬ 
posed  uoon  IJSARV,  personnel  spaces  cannot  be  approved  bv  this  heed- 
quarters  unles*  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  can  provide  trade-off  of 
approved  snaces. 

b.  (P)  Reference  t  aragrarh  2a »  "art  2,  Section  2,  v:\pe  8; 

The  3ith  General  Support  Group  has  been  advised  of  this  de^iciencv  and 
has  reemested  that  the  S2d  Aviation  Battalion  submit  an  Eouiment 
Improvement  Recort  (ETR),  This  is  the  first  report  received  bv  the 
ll»th  General  Sunnort  Group  from  using  units  concerning  this  problem. 

c.  (II)  Reference  Paragraph  2c,  Part  1,  Section  2,  "age  8; 
ana  fftragra-h  2d,  3d  Tndor.ement:  Nonconcur.  The  pyro'smoke  code  is 
based  on  the  reconroendations  of  28  ma,1  or  US  tactical  and  advisory  units. 
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AVHGC-DH  (11  Nov  66) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
31  October  1966  (RCS  CSTOR-65) 


All  commands  agreed  that  since  only  white  smoke  rockets  were  availrMe, 
white  smoke  would  be  used  to  mark  targets. 


d.  (C)  Reference  Paragraph  2b,  Part  2,  Section  II,  Page  P; 
Paragraph  2d,  1st  Indorsement}  and  Paragraph  2f,  3d  Indorsement:  Non¬ 
concur.  USARV  units  are  assigned  call  signs  in  A CP  110  Sunn  31  which 
precludes  assignment  of  "traditional"  call  signs.  The  advantage  of 
having  secure  call  signs  already  ore  pared  in  tabulated  form  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  of  such  value  as  to  outweigh  this  objection.  Also,  the 
use  of  these  call  signs  makes  rapid  identification  of  a  unit  through 
call  sign  assignments  records  possible.  This  provides  for  more  imme- 
date  response  to  radio  frequency  interference  Problems.  Accordingly, 
USARV  SOI  item  Nr  50 -L  was  published  which  requires  all  subordinate 
conrnands  to  derive  their  voice  call  signs  from  the  ACP  sources. 
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GPOP-OT (11  Nov  66)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUH.IKCT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 

31  October  1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65),  HQ  52d  Cbt  Avn  Bn 

IIQ,  US  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  JQ  MAR  1967 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Dcvc 1 opinent ,  Department  of  the 

Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  the  basic  report  as  indorsed. 


Hf  l  ‘  T;>  VNCUSSIFIK)  Hf-fK 
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